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Raised in what he calls the “grimy industrial city of Oakland - home of the 
Hells Angels, the Black Panthers and the law office of Haas & Pahlmeyer,” 
Jayson Pahlmeyer’s earliest dream was to become a lawyer. “I loved 
everything about it,” he says. With an advanced law degree (LLM) from 
George Washington University, Jayson focused on trial law – fitting for a 
larger- than- life man who thrives in the spotlight. 
 
His fascination with wine began in 1963. “I was completely enthralled by the 
idea that you could take a grape and create these unbelievable colors, aromas, 
flavors.  And the differences from vintage to vintage – amazing!” 
 
“There were very few California wines available, but I managed to get a 
Beaulieu Vineyards Pinot Noir to compare to another Pinot Noir in a blind 
tasting. I was very methodical. Once I determined that I preferred one over 
the other, I got another bottle of the winning wine and a different bottle to 
compare to it, and kept on going. I knew what I loved. 
 
Jayson started a wine tasting club at law school and kept meticulous tasting 
notes in binders including where he was when he conducted the tasting, the 
date, whom he was with, predictions of when the wine would peak. “I’m sure I 
hit that 10,000 hour rule Malcolm Gladwell says makes a master. In a blind 
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tasting, if I’d had the wine before, I could tell you exactly what wine and 
vintage it was.” 
 
He kept tabs on everything happening in Northern California wine and bought 
12 cases of magnums of Robert Mondavi’s inaugural wine – 1966 Cabernet 
Sauvignon. (When Mondavi launched Opus One with Baron Philippe 
Rothschild, he came to Jayson for reserves of the ’66 Cab.) 
 
“My epiphany moment was in 1980. It was a 1952 Cheval Blanc in a big Riedel 
glass. The aroma alone was unbelievable - you didn't even need to drink it, it 
had such depth of character.” 
 
It wasn’t a Cabernet Sauvignon, a Merlot or a Cabernet Franc, he asserts. “It 
was the synergistic effect of the classic Bordeaux varietals. That stayed with 
me. And years later, that's how I knew what to plant in the vineyard.” 
Obsessed, Jayson studied every book about wine he could find. He read 
everything he could about German wines, South African wines – and never 
took a single class.  
 
“When our first wine was finally blended, I thought I'd died and gone to 
heaven,” he says.  
 
Today Jayson remains the winery’s visionary, yet sees in his daughter, sons 
and son-in-law, the same devotion and passion to wine that compelled him to 
start Pahlmeyer. “One of my proudest moments as a vintner and father was 
when, after 2 years working at the winery, my very talented daughter Cleo 
came to me and said, ‘Dad, when it comes to the future of Pahlmeyer, I am all 
in!’” 


